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January is the month when we get all the weanlings, 

almost 200 of them, evaluated, named and registered. 
Several of our younger Stud males had their first progeny 
on the ground last year, and so we shall be able to assess 
each of these studs by looking at each of their sons and 
daughters very carefully, and comparing these with both 
parents. Each pairing would have been carefully considered 
in 2016, always with the aim of achieving improvement. We 
need to check that has occurred, and in what ways: have 
we produced a correct, well balanced alpaca? Have we 
achieved greater fibre fineness and/or uniformity? Have we 
improved fibre density? Or did something go wrong? Then 
we need to consider which of these improvements came 
from the dam, and which from the sire; or is it that magical 
result of a particular combination of genetics which may just 
have produced another Bozedown Champion? Our 
weanling evaluations help us to finalise our National Show 
team for 2018.

The evaluations on the crias at this 
time will also determine how each stud, 
and indeed each dam, may be used to 
best effect in future breedings. Some 
studs always improve on the female, 
some will improve fineness, some 
improve bone and stature. This is why, 
when your females come to Bozedown 
for their breedings, Mary-Jo will offer to 
evaluate your own females and, taking 
into account your own aims, she can then 
advise on which of our studs should 
achieve the best result for you. We give 
guidance in our Stud Brochure, which we 
are currently updating with new 
information, and we plan to email the pdf 
to you as soon as it is ready.

It has not been the best of weather this 
month as I am sure most farms have been 
experiencing, and near on impossible to get 
evaluations done, let alone try and pick a show 
team. This is in spite of the fact that our 
weanlings are in the barn overnight.

We have tried on a number of occasions 
to look through the weanlings, but it was not 
until last week with a couple of dry days, then 
one with sun on their backs, that they started to  
look anything like the alpacas we would want to 
take to a show!  It’s just incredible the difference 
in their fleeces when they dry out.

This winter we have added ad. lib. 
Grazeon (dried grass, 14% protein) to the 
haylage and supplements we normally feed to 
our weanlings: they are loving it, and growing 
well. Grazeon is also being offered to our TLC 
Barn group of mainly older ladies:. they haven’t 
looked so good in years! Also, Bozedown 
Pernod, now almost 14 years old, who had been 
losing weight, is now in much better condition 
thanks to Grazeon. Altogether we are getting 
through three 15 kilo bags per day in addition to 
other supplements.

The weanlings had their second Vitamin AD&E doses before Christmas, and are due their third 
doses at the end of January. We are also giving all our pregnant females 3 doses during the winter. 
They really seem to need this boost to help them through the winter. In spite of a couple of short cold 
spells, December was generally mild and wet, and January has been much the same. We are 
monitoring worm and other issues, so anything that can help boost their immune systems is most 
welcome.



Featured Stud Bozedown Rembrandt II 
and his progeny have truly 

realised the expectations we 
had of his Sire CCNF Talon 

of CME, jointly imported from 
the US nine years ago. A 

very worthy Supreme 
Champion male, Rembrandt 
has great bone on a perfectly 

balance frame. His fleece 
has great length and is 

uniformly fine. His first crias 
arrived 2017, and have just 
been evaluated. All of these 
progeny have very bright, 

very stylish fine fleeces with 
excellent density. Two of 

these, a white female and a 
light female, have made it to 
the final line-up for our 2018 

Show team. Rembrandt’s 
varied pedigree background 

offers a great genetic 
package!

Winter tips:
Thin Alpacas? Bring them in at night, leave a light on (for part or all of the night) so they can eat 
for a longer time; give ad-lib haylage and protein boost, and give them warm water - it aids 
digestion so they will make up any weight loss more quickly.
Sugar Beet: If your females still have crias at foot, maintain their milk supply by giving them 
hydrated sugar beet.
Vitamins A,D&E. All your alpacas will benefit from at least one dose of AD&E paste or injection 
through the winter, in addition to the crias’ 6-8 weekly doses.
Cold or snowy weather? Alpacas do not break ice or forage under snow. They rely on you for 
fresh water and hay or haylage.

Sales: Top notch breeding stock always available, also pet males with terrific fibre!  We compete 
on prices across the board, with fair prices and reliable animals; plus full Bozedown gold standard 
after sales advice and support. Also full health reports, live cria guarantee (48 hours) with pregnant 
females, and lots more. Just phone Mary-Jo, 0771 875 0303, tell her what you are looking for and 
see what we can do, with no obligation.

Rembrandt ll  -  the 2014 Alpaca Showtime Supreme Champion

We are renting additional grazing in Whitchurch Hill this winter, which has resulted in a reduction 
in the amount of haylage we need to put out. The hedges all had their annual cut in December, which 
means the brambles have been hugely reduced: brambles can be such a menace if they get tangled in 
fleeces.


